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THE SITUATION.
The news from the Southwest to-day is import¬

ant.
The latest account from General Sherman's

expedition reports that he has destroyed
the bridges on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad,
thereby severing the connection between General
Polk's forces. He had advanced to a point be*
tween Polk and Montgomery. Mobile rebel pa¬
pers report a battle at Enterprise, Miss., with un¬
known results.

General Lougstreet is reported to be in retreat
beyond French Broad river to avoid the move¬
ment of our forces. Nashville and Knoxvllle are
oow connected by railroad, with the exception of
about 700 yards at the bridge at Loudon, which
will be repaired in a few days.
General Johnston has concentrated his troops

nt Palton, with picket lines advanced to Ringgold,
but he is not in a position to reinforce General
Polk.
Governor Brown, of Georgia, has ordered all

citizens, with their property, to move to the east
side of the Chattahoochee river, on pain of having
Mreir property confiscated.

The news irom Florida is highly Important, and
will be read with more than ordinary interest by
iVe general public. General Gillmorc's expedition
to tbat State has been crowned with complete
success. The rebels offered considerable opposi¬
tion to the progress of our arms in different parts
of the country, but the spirited and well disci¬
plined Union troops broke through every barrier
and carried their flag onward to victory. The letter
of our correspondent w ho accompanies the ex¬

pedition fully details all the movements of the

army, from the time of its departure to the period
of the la>t skirmish with the rebels. Among
dfany most extraordinary things brought to light
by this "invasion" is a document, emanating from
the Comnn.-sariat Department of Qnincy, Flori¬
da, in which there ig startling evidence to be found
of the desperate condition of the enemy. Beef and
bacon are entirely exhausted throughout the South,
and from all quarters cries are arising for relief
from Florida. This circular was intended only for

private circulation among "the prudent people of
the South."

General G.llmore's offi :ial account, together
with a map of the locality, will be found with our

-correspondent's despatches.
News from New Orleans to the 9th, by the

ateamer Havana, reports that on the Sunday pre¬
vious General Dick Taylor attacked our troops
stationed opposite Natchez, and was repulsed
with considerable loss and driven six miles. The
attack was renewed the next morning, when the
rebels were unsuccessful, being again repulsed
with loss. Their lorce numbered three thousand.
We give a map of the scene of action in our col¬
umns to-day.
General (Jrovcr has scoured the country with his

cavalry in the neighborhood of Madisonville, across

Lake Pontchartrain, broken up conscript camps
within a circle of fifty or sixty miles, and cap-
i irod several of the enemy. A large quantity of
beef cattle, sheep and horses have been brought in.
The oaly report fioia the Potomac army is that

Iweuty-eijiM ot Mosby'a guerillas were captured
at Piedmont by some of General Gregg's men.

General Keiley telegraphs to General llalleck an

account of the capture of the notorious guerilla
chief Dan Dnskey, with seventeen of his men, wbirjj
we mentioned yesterday. Oar scouting parties
are picking np quite a number of prisoners in West
Virginia.

EUROPEAN NEWS.
The steamship City of Manchester, from Queens-

town on the 4th Inst., reached this port yester¬
day. Her news is four days later, and o: a very im¬

portant character.
The united forcca of Germany, including coo-

tingents from Austria and Prussia, were In actual
conflict with Denmark, llostilitica commenced on

the 1st inst., when the allied troops of Prussia and
tuftria crossed the Eider and entered the terri¬
tory of Bchlrswlp. This was followed by a move-
nu-nt against the Danish defences of the duchies
situated on the rivers Schley and Sorge. The
Pro -,nn« attacked the works at Miasuudc very
vigorously: hot the Danes held their ground,
.. "'pulsing Fist enem's. Some hundreds were
killed and wounded on both sides. The
Duties had two officers killed and four wound¬
ed. Ou the 3d in«t. the Austrian* attacked
.the Danea at llristorf, and w. re also repulsed.
Prussian batteries had fired on two bnnf<h men-

of-war in Eckernford buy, and the Danes had
embargoed the German shipping in the Baltic. A
detailed account of the progress of movements is

published In the ftMULD to-day, with a descrip¬
tion of the great Danish defence of the Danne-
werk.
The English Parliament was opened on the 4th

instant by commission. The Queen'* speech de-

dare* that all the endeavor* of the government
would be directed toward* the sustainsacnt *f
peace in Germany; bnt whea it waa 4elivere<*
Power* had been two day* at war. Napoleon, It
waa said, would leave all the danger and glory
of intervention to England. It w*e hinted that
neither Russia nor Prance would support England'*
policy on the troubled question.
Queen Victoria make* no allusion to American

affairs, except the indirect one expressed in a

hope that cotton will flow into England from many
new sources. The London Times ia of opinion
that Mr. Seward does not seriously intend to claim
indemnity for the Union losses sustained by the
ravage* of the Alabama.
The Alabama was lying in fifty miles Booth of

Rangoon. India, on the 6th of January.very
positive proof that she was not blockaded at
Amoy, China, on the 2d of the month. She waa

watching for American vessels engaged in the
rice and other Eastern trades.
Consols closed in London on the 4th inst. at 90

a 90for money. The Liverpool cotton market
was irregular on the 3d, and closed quiet, with
prices unchanged, on the 4th instant. Breadstuffs
were firm, with rates unchanged. Provisions
were quiet and steady.

COH GRE8S.
In the Renjte yesterday a bill providing for the

occupation of abandoned estatca in insurrection¬
ary districts, and for the employment of negroea
set free by the Preaident'a proclamation, waa re¬

ferred to the Committee on Slavery and Preodmen.
The report of the Conference Committee on the
Enrolment bill was called up, a Long debate en¬

sued, and the bill was Anally passed by a vote of
twenty-six against sixteen. The Senate then ad-
ourned till Tuesday.
In the House %f Representatives a resolution

was adopted authorising the committee charged
with the investigation of the New York Custom
House a flairs to take testimony in New York.
A bill providing for the occupation of aban¬
doned plantations in the South, and for
taking care of negroea set tree by the
President's proclamation, waa appropriate¬
ly referred. The resolution authorising the
transfer of seamen in the army to the naval
service was adopted. The House then agreed to
order the printing of ten thousand additional
copies of General McClellan's report. Mr.
Stevens, chairman of tLe Committee of Ways and
Means, reported hack the bill authorizing the sale
of the surplus gold in the Treasury, with a recom¬
mendation that it do not pass; but no action was
taken on the subject. The Conference Commit¬
tee'a report on the Enrolment bill was presented,
and agreed to by a vote of seventy-one against
twenty-three. All the private bills on the calen¬
dar, except one appropriating ten thousand dollars
For houses burnec^ in Virginia, were passed, and
the House adjourned till Tuesday.

THE LEGISLATURE.
In the St ite Senate yesterday a resolution was

tdopted authorizing the State Comptroller to bor¬
row additional money to pay ths State bounty to
volunteers, ia anticipation of further and more de¬
risive legislative action on the subject. Severs
aills were passed. Few of them, however, were
)f general interest. Among them was the one in-
lorporating the National Club of this city, for the
iromotion of literature and the arts. The bill to
egalize tbo Common Council grant to the Harlem
lailroad Company to lay and operate a railroad in
droadway and otfier streets was among those in-
roduced. A motion to lay it on the table was de-
eated by a vote of eight to twelve, and it was

;iven in charge of the Railroad Committee. A
bill waa also introduced relative to fees for
searches in the New York Connty Clerk's office.
The Committee cn Charitable Societies wore in¬
structed to investigate certain charges relative to
the care and condition of the State pupils in the
Blind Asylum. The Senate, in accordance with
the joint resolution adopted . few days ago. ad¬
journed to the 2!>tk inst. '

In the Assembly the bill amendatory of the
General Bounty act was passed. Bills were in¬
troduced for a railroad in lower Broadway, run-

liug from Chambers street to South ferry, the fare
;o be three cents; for a department of real estate
n our city government; relative to our police
ourts. and to authorize the appointment by our

ifayor of a commission whose duty it shall be to
nvestigate the charges of fraud against city offi-
ials. In case the proof is sufficient, the bill gives
be Mayor the power of removal. Favorable
eports were made from committees on the
Jrand street and South Ferries Railroad bill and
dh the bill to authorize the Belt Railroad Com¬
pany to rhnnge their route on the North river side
from one street to another for a short distance.
Notices were given of bills to abolish the district
courts of this city, for a railroad ou Grand street,
and to incorporate the Home for I>isabled
Soldiers. A large amount of other buginess of
less importance was transacted, and the Assembly
adjobrned for the recess, which continues till Mon¬
day, the 1 th inst.
Up to last evening thirty bills bad been passed

in both houses of the Legislature and placed in
Governor Seymour's hands. Of these the Gover¬
nor had signed fifteen.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
By the arrival of the now Mourner Havana we

have received oar usual tiles of Spanish newspa¬
pers and correspondence from the Island of Cuba
to the i:tth inst. There was nothing of particular
importance transpiring on the island up to the day
the steamer left. The carnival was over, and the
righteous churchgoers were settling down to peni¬
tence, "in sackcloth and ashes," during the stern

days of Lent. There is no news from Mexico or

St. Domingo worth more than a passing mention.
The Re d'ltulia, built by Mr. W. H. Webb, of

this city, for the royal Italian navy, returned to
her anchorage off* the Battery last evening, having
been absent since Wednesday on a trial trip with
a view to test her speed. She ran under an

average pressure of twenty pounds of steam, mak¬
ing forty-seven revolutions of the screw, at the
rate of twelve and three-quarter knots per hour.
Shv is over six thousand tons, and such speed is

unequalled by any iron-clad afloat. The ship and
her engines, which were built at the Novelty Iron
Works, are considered a perfect and unqualified
success, and are pronounced so by the commission
of Italian officers now in this country, as well as

by our own people.
Provost Marshal Townsend has received a com¬

munication from (Jeneral Fry informing him that
districts will he credited on the call for five hun¬
dred thousand men with all enlisted from the 7th
of July, lfiCS, to March !», 1*64. and with all
drafted men who have responded in person, by
commutation or with substitutes.

In the Board of Supervisors yesterday the coun¬

ty tax levy for the current year was adopted,
amounting to five millions eight hundred and fifty-
four thousand nine hundred and nine dollars and
sixty-five rents.

In the United States Circuit Court yesterday
Ceo. W. Cunningham waa arraigned and pleaded
not guilty to two indictments, ono charging him
with having in the month of August, 1*63, on the
high seas, scuttled the ship Senator, then proceed¬
ing from this port with a cargo of provisiona for
the poor of Ireland; the other charging him with
abandoning said vessel when no argent necessity
existed t.hcrofor. The final hearing of the case is
set down for Monday, the 7lh of March next.
Charles Hind, second officer of tba American

ship ftwallow, waa found guilty of Inflicting cruel
and unuatial punishment on John Ruseel, one of
the crew of said veaael, while on a voyage from
f 'allao to Hamburg, by reaaoo of whioh he died.
The evidence disclosed a aystematio coarse of ill
and cruel treatment by the jpriponer to the gufor

tunats deoeaeed. In passing sentence Judge
Shipman said (hat the cruelty of captains and
office. on board ahipa warn a disgrace to the
America® commercial marine, and whenever a
captain or first officer came before him oo an in-
dictment of the kind he would inflict the extreme

> penalty of the law. fiord had been nine months
in prison. The sentence of the.Oourt consigned
him to farther imprisonment for one year and ten
months and to pay a fine of $500.
The action brought by Michael Qilbooly against

O'Keefe k Duryea, proprietor* of the Broadway
and Cortlandt street line of omnibuses, was not
dismissed .by Judge Hearn because the plaintitt
failed to prove negligonce on the part of the
driver. A motion for a non-suit was made by the
counsel for the defence on its appearing in evi¬
dence that one of the defendants had died before
the service of the summons, and it was upon this
ground that the Court dismissed the complaint.

In the Court of Sessions yesterday, Judge Rus
sel presiding, Louisa Brady pleaded guilty of bav
ng stolen a watch and chain valued at $40 from
Thomas Moran on the 19th alt. She was jointly
indicted with Mary Wilson, who was convicted of
petit larceny on Monday last, and a plsa of guilty
of a similar offence was accepted in the present
case. Sentenced to the Penitentiary for six
months. Catharine Ryan, an Irish servant girl,
was triad and convicted of having picked the
pocket of Mary Powers of $35 in bank bills on the
5tli inst., and was sentenced to the State ITisoa
for two years. Sarah Roach was tried and convict¬
ed of grand larceny. The indictment charges that
about the 2d of December last she stole a quantity
of jewelry and a marseilles bed quilt, in all valued
at $99, from No. 641 Sixth avenue. She confessed
having stolen the quilt, but denied all knowledge of
the theft of tbe jowelry. She was remanded for
sentence. The Grand Jury made a presentment
in relation to (he great moral and social evils re¬
sulting from tbe liquor traffic, and suggested as a

remedy the vigorous enforcement of the excise
laws. They were then discharged for the terra.

Tlis stock market bad an upward tendency again yes¬
terday, and orders wore as plonty as brokers could ilud
lime to Hit. Tbe strongest stocks oo tbe list were tbe
New York railroads, which seem Just now to be tbe most
¦ought after. Tbo resolution beroro Congress authorizing
tbe Secretary of the Treasury to dUposo of tbe surplus
coin in tbe government vaults had tbe effect of reducing
tbe premium*on gold yesterday one per ceot, but it after¬
wards recovered, and closed at Government secu¬
rities were strong andJo demand nt steadily increasing
prtcos. Money continues easy at six per cent.

In view of tbe recession 01 gold, there was scarcely so
much of buoysncy and firmness In business places yester
day; yet In many commodities a fair business was re¬
ported. Tbo plenitude or available capital bod a ten¬
dency to stimulate transactions; but this wasoountor.
acted by tbe uncertainties regarding gold quotations.
On 'Chaoge business was extremely dull. Tbe drop
In gold carried with it a corresponding decline
in flour, wheat aud whiskey. Hog products were loss
Arm, though without marked cbuege in price. Bread-
stuffs aclivo at steady prices. Freights were stiff, owtug
to the reduced supply of room ou tbo berths; but the en¬
gagements were mod i rale Tbe market later in tbe day
was excited by the advices per the City of Manchester,
when rites were largely advanced. 6d. was refused by
American vessels lor wheal. Cotton was steady. Groceries
were rather quiet. Petroleum was steady lor crude aod
Arm lor refined.

A Europeaw War.Commencement or
Hostilities.

The news from Schleswig brought by tbe
City of Manchester is of a highly important
character. The conflict, tbe prospect of which
lias so disquieted tbe public mind iu Kurope,
has commenced. The first blood has been
drawn, and momentous events are likely to
follow. Although fresh efforts in favor of
peace are talked of, we do not see how mat¬
ters can be restored to the footing which would
render such a solution easy of accomplishment.
Our previous accounts left the Danish Cabi¬

net in possession of the ultimatum of Hie
two leading German Powers. It was re¬

jected. as we anticipated, and thoreupoa tbe
A astro-Prussian force received orders to ad¬
vance into Schleswig. On tbe 1st tho Prussians
crossed the fJider and proceeded in the direc¬
tion of Gotthorp and Kckerntord, whilst the
Austrian contingent entered the Kronen wcrk
it llendsburg. This movement compelled the
Danish troops to fall back to the Schley (the
creek on which the town of Schleswig is
iituated). and to defend tbe works at Mie-
sumle, which is just inside the entrance of the
iulet. The plan of Ihe invading force was. it
appears, for the Prussian army to force a pas¬
sage at this latter point, whilst the Austrian*
were to make an attack upon tbe central part
of the fortified lines.

In order that our readers may clearly under¬
stand these movements, wo give elsewhere a

description of the Danncwcrk.the great
Danish bulwark of tbe Ductiy of Schleswig.
It' consists of three enormous earthworks,
stretching across the entire peninsula. They
are in immediate connection with tbe river
8chley on the eastern Bide, and with tbe river
Treene on the other; so that it is in the power
of the Danish forces at any time to flood some
sixty-four square miles of land in front of their
works, thus rendering them almost inspregna-
bio.
On the 2d the Prussians attacked the Danes

near Mlssunde, on the Schley, and after six
hours' hard fighting were repulsed, with a loss
of from two hundred and fifty to three hundred
men. the Danes losing from one hundred and
fifty to two hundred. On the .Id the Austrians
assaulted Bistore. a mile south of Scbleswig.
but made no impression. The amount of loss^is not stated. A general attack on the Danish
line, from Mlssunde to Agel, was to take place
on the following day. Thus matters stood at
the last accounts.

It remains to be seen what part England and
France will take now that hostilities have
fairly commenced. From the indications
thus far we incline to the opinion that the
former will back out of her engagements and
leave Denmark to her fate. It is significant
that, although the Queen's speech to Parlia¬
ment was delivered after the news of the fight¬
ing had reached London, no allusion was made
to It in that document. As regards the French
Emperor, if we are to credit the Paris cor¬

respondence of the London Tim«». be is re-
solved to remain a quiet spectator of the con¬
test, leaving to England "all the difficulty and
all the glory of intervention." lie has not
abandoned the hope of the question being rtill
referred to a congress; but he may lie disap¬
pointed. Once blood has been shed,(it is diffi¬
cult to arrest the course of events.

It would be a just retribution if, cow that
we have nearly finished the work of crushing
the rebellion, Great Britain and France, which
have given it so much moral and material aid,
were to bo dragged into the vortex of a Euro¬
pean convulsion. The time is probably close
at hand when wo shall be in a condition to
turn against the commerce of tboso countries
the now fangled doctrines of interaational law
which have been incorporated into the code
for the purpose of annihilating our own.

Tub Goi.n Question in Conormm..In the
dtoensaton of the very sensible resolution
offered in Congress the other day, authorising

tie Secretary of the Treaeury to eell hL» sur-

plus gold (soon nineteeo millions In all being
on hand, oraaurplua of twelve million# beyond
the current neoeaaittee of the publio debt),
several of the member# from this city partici¬
pated. Hon. Fernando Wood satisfied him-
oelf with calling the attention of the House to
the subject, and stopped there, for fear, per¬
haps, of making a botch of it In expounding
his peculiar views upon the quostion. The
Hon. James Brooks, in a roundabout way,
sided with Lamar and the gold gamblers in
keeping up the price of gold. But there was
one of our Representatives, Mr. Stebbins, who
fairly, folly, and like a practical statesman,
met the question In favor of the proposed
authority to sell. He did not hesitate to take
a square and decided position in favor of the
Treasury and the people, against the gold
gamblers. lie regarded the question as one in
which the community were interested with the
Treasury and the necessities of the nation.
Mr. Stebbins thus faithfully represents the in¬
terests of his constituents in this matter, and
deserves especial mention as the solitary mem¬
ber from this city possessing sense enough and
courage enough, in spite of party, to do his
duty to the country.
Private Mh.es O'Rkiu.t.Literary and

Political.A Bio Joke..Private Miles
O'Reilly, of the United States Army, has found
a publisher in Carleton, of this city, and is to
give to the world to-day or Monday, or

some day sooo, a collection of bis jokes and
funny stories, with some "modern instances"
that have happened in Secessia, and the de¬
scription of which has not yet seen the light.
By this publication Miles will enter into dis¬
tinguished competition with our worthy Pre¬
sident himself as a teller of funny stories. If
Mr. Lincoln comes before the oountry as a can¬
didate for the Presidency on the platform on
which be has been placed by our fellow citi¬
zen and contemporary, Mr. Bryant, of the
Evening Post, he comes forward clearly and
distinctly as a joker, and O'Reilly would, on
the same platform, bo a very formidable can¬
didate against him. This reminds us of a story
about Old Abe and the first year of the war.

In that year there was in the Union service in
Missouri a straightforward, sturdy, honest and
somewhat blunt Botdior of tho old army,
known to the country as General Sturgis.
Sturgis was engaged in fighting the
rebels with all his might. He was in the thick
of the Western melee, and wherever the rebel¬
lion showed its head ho hit it. One day he was

waited upon by some politiciaus, who asked
him sundry questions about the war, and finally
about the nigger. "Nigger!" said Sturgis,
"nigger! I'm busy here fighting tho rebels. I
don't know anything about the nigger. Damn
the nigger!" From this reply the politicians at
once guessed that Sturgis was not sound on

what is called tho goose; and, as they had influ-
cn-e with the War Department, and used it,
Sturgis was soon after removed and put out of
active service. His crime was that he "didn't
care u damn about the nigger;" but he did not
know the nature of his crime, and he went to

Washington to learn the cause of his sudden re¬

moval, ami to ask for justice; for there is a

popular delusion that justice is to be had in
that city, lie called at the War Department;
but Stanton felt large and important; like the
Frog that tried to be a bull, bo was embarrassed
by his greatness. was in a bad temper, and was

not to be seen. As Sturgis told his story
to some one, he was asked if ho had seen

the President. He replied that he knew bh po¬
sition too well to go to the White House; the
etiquette of the service, he thought, required
that he should not look beyond the War De¬
partment. But, as be was strongly urged to go
at once to Otd Abe, be went. He whs received.|
by Old Abe and began to tell his grievance; but
while he was in the very preface ho was inter¬
rupted with the President's usual phrase:.
"That." said Lincoln, "reminds me of a story;"
and thereupon out came a story from Old Abe.
Now this story was rattier broad, and Sturgis
was at first rather astouishe I by it; bat, like a

true soldier, lie soon rallied, and then he in his
turn told a story of the same character, aud a

little broader than Old Abe's. "That's good."
said Abe; and then be told another aud broader
still. Thereupon Sturgis came out with a two
hundred pounder.a regular old sockdologer of
a camp story.beyond which there is nothing.
Abe at once gave up and came down, and
made a frank and free acknowledgment, as be
sometimes can, that he was beaten. Sturgis
was told to call on the next day, and assured
that, whatever his grievance was, it should bo
made all right, and tbut whatever he wanted he
should h-'ve.
Now, *.uc« Old Abe's idea is that he who can

tell the best story is the best man. aud that one

who can tell a real old side splitter and skull
cracker is fit for any position, it is not impos¬
sible that the people may adopt this idea, and
begin to measure men in this same way; and if
they should thus chance to put Miles O'Reilly
and Abe Lincoln in comparison us jokers and
story tellers, it is our opinion that Miles will
be found a very formidable candidate for Abe
to run against.

Sions of rim Tinas. Somhrrs and Por.rrt-
ciaks..There was a reception given on Thurs¬
day to the gallant Fhnt New York cavalry, vete¬
rans, who have escaped the Tate or thoae hun¬
dreds of thousand* sacrificed *>7 the would-be
rival of Alexander, Cmsar and Napoleon.Old
Abe. These brave soldiers (the First cavalry)
were Hie recipients of a flattering display of
welcome on the part of our citixens, and also of
a more substantial testimonial.a grand dinner
at the Jefferson Market drill room. After hav¬
ing done justice to the good things provided
for them, tho soldiers were welcomed by the
chairman of the Committee on National Af¬
fairs, aud their colonel responded in a neat
speech. To add to the pleasurable emotions of
this festive scene, General MoClellan was an

nesnced. The moment the men heard his
name they became excited; the most enthusias¬
tic cheers greeted " IJttle Mac," who was

forced to make a short address to the "boys."
He spoke to them feelingly, expressing a hope
that he might again serve with tbem. The
General's words produced a profound offect
upon the soldiers, who seemed one and all de¬
termined to embrace him.

It la such men as Generals Grant, McClqllan,
Thomas, Sherman, Gillmore and others of like
merit who must now rule the destinies of this
great country, and not the speculating, greedy
politicians and shoddy men, who seek to re¬

tain a power which has already causod so muob
loss and suffering to the country. As a con¬
trast to the military reception we bare above re¬

ferred to, we will state that on Thursday even¬

ing there took place a meeting of the schemers
.ad poUiiAiaas whom we with to stigmatise.

Prominent ainoag the forty-flre tad a half
who attended this political meeting was Sim.
Draper, eager for office and the coutinuaaoe in
power of those who giro the spoils. The half
was a nigger. .\ #

The grand and enthusiastic reception and
the mean, paltry meeting perfectly represent
the parties which shall rule the destiuies of
this great republic, and those who, for the
sake of personal gain or aggrandizement, wish
to oontinue their mismanagement and malad¬
ministration of our affairs. But we are upon
the eve of a great revolution in our govern¬
ment, when the true, the honest and the capa¬
ble shall undo the work of the pdtty, the
mean and dishonest, and retrieve the impaired
glory of the Union.

Broaowat Railroad..The notice of the bill
given in the Senate on Thursday to authorize
the New York and Harlem Railroad Company
to lay down their rails in Broadway opens the
contest for the possession of this valuable fran¬
chise. The movemeut was to be auticipated
from the recent upward jump of Harlem stock,
which could only be accounted for by the near
introduction of some such measure. It bad
been purposely held back to give the company
time to mature its plans.or, in other words, to
orgauize a formidable lobby. Now that the
bill is fairly launched, each day's developments
will show that a large amount of money has
been employed to secure its passage.
We warn the Legislature that if it gives away

this franchise to the Harlem Company it will
expose itself to the imputation of having been
bought up by its managers. There can be no
other reasonable explanation of its doing so.
No one but the speculators interested has asked
for the line. The New York public are, on the
contrary, strongly opposed to it, because they
believe that it will have the effect of aggra¬
vating the inconvenience caused by the pres¬
ent crowded condition of Broadway and of
otherwise injuring that beautiful thoroughfare.
As to the property holders, they are almost to
a man against it They know well that the re¬
sult of the passage of the bill would be to im¬
mediately reduce tbe value of real estate in
Broadway twenty-five per cent, and to perma¬
nently drive a large proportion of its business
into the side streets. If, then, neither the
property holders nor the community at large
desire the line, what justification is there for
damaging tbe interests that must be affected by
its introduction? The terms offered by tbe
company of a percentage on the receipts in no

way alter this view. They might entitle the
measure to favorable consideration if the ne¬

cessity or the line could be satisfactorily estab¬
lished. But the reverse is the fact, and all
that they prove is that the Harlem managers
are conscious of the weakness of their case,
and want to fortify it by proposing such terms
for tbe franchise as will help to disarm opposi¬
tion.
We repeat that if the Legislature authorizes

tbe line it will commit an act of gross injustice
and oppression. It will help to confirm tbe
opinion that is rapidly gainiug ground among
the people of this metropolis.that they have
nothing to look for from Albany legislation
but spoliation and robbery. *

The Qraad Jury Among the Liqaor
Drnlrmt.

PRESENTMENT BY TIIK ORAM) JURY.NRCRSaiTT FOR
A VIGOROUS BNKOKCKMKNr OF TUB EXC'CSK LAWS.

OOl'RI OF CKNKRAI. SRHBIORS.

Roforo City Judge Russet.
Frh. 19..Tbe Orand Jury came iuio Court this morn,

lag Had made ibo following imporMut preoouimeut in re-
Ixttou to the moral and nocliil evll» roRiiliiug from the li¬
quor trsllic .
The Oraud Jury turn from the m l del uls of crime theyhave i>i'oo compelled 10 Ioi'WichW wnh a profound coovic-

tlou tbn all attempts in rrprcas 01 punish rw nod crime
will pro e comparatively iru-iless ho long aa Uio tiuod gaies
or ItitenipeiKitue ai-r open night nod day. Our criminal
c >uru are puuu-t'lew for the protection of society with eight
tlinuaand or ten thouatu I Itwleaaaod irresponsible desiora
in into'icstlim ilrinka arrayed against them and multiplying
ihelr vietlma br tenaoi t utoaanda. |i is futile to t.imtier
with thr reaulia while ignoring the causes of abound¬
ing mi \uRy Under all girlliv.ed governments the ti mile in
Intoxicating drinks ncaref il'v lirdeeil shout and restrained
hr law. the burdens it everywhere impM-s on society in
the increase of iiauiierxin tixsuou atel crime are partially
Compensated by tlie exa.-tuiu uf liH.vy licens- lees snd
under ali well orde-ed governments no statute* a. e nio-e
rigidly enforced than llioae i elating to excise iu this city,
on tne contrary the ti ailleers in liquor openly defy ita en¬
forcement The Kxcise act of the Slat.- requires that a
license shall lie llrst had sn<1 olitun.-.t her ire any p-rsousnail vend iiilnxirainig dr ubs ol any ant.the niuinnm
ll.-ense Ire bei ngS-10 which has been the amnuni fixed liy
our hxnse Uomiuissioners. But of the S.t>M or 10.KH men
engaged in tins trail the whole number subm-Utug to law
ami Iskmg nui licences in IBJ3 was only Ml, lea. tag a
number equal to any army division of opcu con
lewiuers of Isw and rOhbora of the city treasury. The
eame attllmle of dellanre has been mmutsinel rot seven
\ curs, lima withholding a mill! n of dollars o Tnor > from
thetr-asury while aiding many millions to the lineal bur-
dena and roulrlliutme In unto d volume 11 the aggregate if
o ir «auit«r\, mural and so.Ua! miseries. The opinion of Re¬
corder Barnard, as expressed tn h>» charge to the liraud
Jury In D«'C unlier. 1-15S, uu lo ihtelly applies to t in abomi-
na'iln der.>ctlona of the illam sh ius :o i-sil .--ft would he
safetosav that at least itine-'etiths of the liquors told in
New York were adulterated with the most deleterious poi¬
sons. " We have wall organized police and pidlcary sys¬
tems. All questions arising under the Kvtse net have h«en
adiudiiated and settled, an all atteriitits 10 repeal or
inudlly the law bare lieen unsuccessful Hut It is ays.temstfca!ly and openly rin ated thousand* of times
daily, and he re Is hardly a single known Instance of
punishment nil record, slid scarcely any attemp' to en-
fares the law. Jnst-ee is me: -d out -o the hapless rfc-
time of the llniior iralllc. it Is paralyze I when it touches
the trslllc Itself. In the judgment of tie (Irani Jurv the
cause of public morals and of gout government would he
promoted were a pari si least of the machinery of criminal
justice diverted fiom the attempt to arrest crime In its ac¬
complished forms, aod dire ted to the taalc of suh e.-ting lo
law the known aumotsond promoters of druokn nsss anl
crime.to lbs draining of 'be fountain. Instead of drying up
the streams.lo the men ling of the dyke, instead of chasing
the Inlawing waters The Orand J-.trv be'ieve thai some
praetiral remedy foriheevtla thuaesposed Is demanded by
every constderation o- tnunieliial self-respeet. public
so urlty and the supremacy of a government of 'aw and
titer would respectfully rcquest 'be senate and Assembly
in session o provide snvb a reuu-dv. Were tne police force,
under the direction of the Commissioners and Super¬
intendent. authovi/ed to deal aumm irlly with unlawful
liquor selling rathe* are with gaming houses.the Instru¬
ments of their riaft ii he destroyed.' see section 44 of the
net establishing th" Metropolitan Police District, lasti.or
were patrolmen required to close evtrr drimshop whose
keeper fails to exhibit a license for hta (rattle. It Is believed
that a ebronlr evil of gljtaotlc magnitude would he abated,
with no injustice to offenders, but with untold benefits In
sonlety The jury cannot perceive wax a pink cart or a
harkney eoarlt'larlung an inscribed number or a list of fares
should lie summarily eierled from tbe streets, while those
stre-is are lined and oorncred by establishment* notoriously
t routing similar but more sirlngent and mors needful laws
wlih Impunity. Our only safety as * c*y lies in theequal
administration ol piat laws nod !»tbs subjection of all
classes to rightful authority.
They were (ben disc.barged for the term.

Military Affairs.
THK FIFTT-FfRBT REGIMENT NBW TOM STATE YOL-

UNTKBRS.
The officers and men of the Fifty-Aral New York Volun¬

teers on recruiting service are relieved from duty, and
are ordered to tort Hchulyer u« the 20th Inat. Tbfy are
to report to Lieutenant Uolonel Mitchell A boat leave*
Castle Harden at half |*al loo o'clock to day to convey
tbem to Fort Schuyler. «

Non.Arrlral of Ml* Bohrsslan.
Poan-Aim, Feb. 1^.Midnight.

There are no signs of the steamship Bohemian.

The Arabia al Halifax.
Hauvax, Feb 19, 1M4.

Tba Arabia, from Boston, arrived at alaa o'clock aod
will sail at eleven this evootng

Coroner's Inqnest.
TUB TWENTY-NINTH BTRHBT ABORTION CABB CON-

Cl.UBION OF TUB INVBBTIOATION.THROW* AGAINST

DR. DBNNM-
Coroner Ranney yeaterday concluded the Inquisition

oommenced on Wednesday m the oaso of Anne Ktlleaa,
who dlod at 110 Kaat Twenty-ntath street from the of-

Mete of an abortion wkleh bad baan produced upon her,
as reported In yesterday's Hmuto. Much testimony wax

.-a fnu.ii indiMtlorfi of Ml dwftrn hit ion ow»n pro*
«h D« Ejir1.'.Trusasrssaatxis'sSw <s.£?«&».»JS^Uvwlw render* . rerdlot] as fellow* -"That

EJTfrtomT IMMMMM. oamo to her death by
*"?. ,Mr it ostitis the reRoil of an abortion produced by

NA 0Weecker street." On this ver-

wiet ir* aeouaod was required to furnish ball In the sum of
a dollars to snswer any Indictment which tbehim' He reedHy procured"H,.-- god eree liberated frem custody. Hr. Ow

to gmy-fwe yeera of ago, en' b emitre tt Hew Jersey

UPOBTAIT FROl WiSHUGTOI.

Final Passage of the Enrolment Bill
in Both Houses.

Synopsis of the Provisions of
the Act.

Action of the Houie on the Proposition to
Sell the Sold in the Treasury.

Probable Reorganization of the Army
of the Potomac,

kit, a«..a*

Washing ion, Feb. 19,1364
TUB PROPOSED SALE OP SURPLUS GOLD.

Tbe Committee on Ways and Means this afternoon re¬

ported back the Gold biil and amendments, which were
recommitted to them yesterday, with a recommendation
that it do not pass No action was takon upon it by tbe
House: but there is every reason to believe that it will
peas both bouses of Coogress, as it is ardently desired by
tbe Secretary of tbe Treasury, and the measure has tbe
full favor of tbe government.

Before tbe adjournment of the Houso today, Repre¬
sentative Stebbios said tbe Committee of Ways and Means
desired again to consider tbe joint resolution authorizing
tbe Secretary of tbe Treasury to sell the surplus gold,
and which Mr. Steveos bad previously reported with .

recommendation that it do not i*ass Unanimous coosent
was required for again referring tbo resolution to that
committee, but Representative iiolmao interposed an ob«

jecttoo.
TRANSFER OF SEAMEN PROM THE ARMY TO THB NAVT.

Mr. Connoss' joint resolution, adopted in the Senate
yesterday, authorizing the immediate transfer of seamen
from tbe military to tbe naval service, was passed in tbe
House todsy without opposition, tbe exigences of tbe
service on tbo Pacido coast being regarded as air snob an

imperative nature as to render immediate action not
only Decenary out indispensable.

PASSAGE OP THB ENROLMENT BILL.
The amendments to tbe Enrolmeut law reported by the

Conference Committee of tbo Senate and Hoase were

lioaily adopted by both Houses to-day. Tbe clause freeing
stives who may be drafted, without providing for com¬

pensation to tboir owners was, stroogty opposed in tbe
Senate by Messrs. Davis and Powell of Kentucky, Re
verity Jobusoo of Maryland, and Carlile of Woet Vir¬
ginia, though tbe latter dually voted for tbe bill. When
it reached tbe House more than bal f of tbe democratic
members oad loft, it being lato, and It betog generally
supposed tbat it would not come np to day. There wae

consequently but little opposition to its passage, although
nearly all of the democrats present voted against it
Under tbat clause of tbe act authorizing Ibe transfer of

seamen from the army to the navy, under such regula¬
tions as tbesPresident and Secretary of the Navy might
direct, it is tbougbt tbat tbe diflloulty under which the
navy bos been laboriog for tbe last year from tbe lack
of sailors will be done away with, and tbat in a short
time tbo Department will be able to put fa commission
a number of its vessels wbich have been laid op from
tbe want of sailors to man them, and Bll up tbe compli¬
ment of others wbicb have bad scarcely enough te keep
tbem afloat.
Tbe consolidation of classes, sad omission of ether

causes for oxemption under which so large »somber
were relieved from service, will largely Increase tbe
number from wbich tbe next draft is to be made, sod
will, it is believod, enable tea government to All up tbe
armies to tbo necessary extent to insure a vigorous pro¬
secution of tbe spring and summer campaign.

THR WHISEEY TAX.
» Tbo fnternai Revenue bill, as it passed through both
bouses of Coogress, did not exempt foreign spirits Ir
transitu or on gbipboard from tbe new tax proposed'by
tbat measure, but it is understood tbat tbe joint commit¬
tee of oosfbrence has, at tbe instance asd through ibe
influence of representation.Mr. Fernando Wood agreed
to amen 1 tbo bill by exompting suck spirits. The im¬
porters of New York have tbus been saved large sums.

THE ARMY OP THB POTOMAO.
Thore is no doubt tbat at in early day|tbs Army-of the

Potomac wilt be consolidated into three fcrand' corps
tl'armsr Cenerala Sedgwick, Hancock and Couch are
mentioned as their commanders.
TIIB REPUBLIC4N NATIONAL PRESIDENT!AL OOKVRt

Ttotr.
Tbo National Committee of tbe republican party are to

moot hero on Monday, and arrange tbe time and
for holding tbe National Nominating Convention.

THiaTT-GlOftTH CUMORB9S.
FIRST SESSION.

Senate.
WAWijfiiro*, FSb 19. 1M4.

TTIH CASB or fflAKlKH im illlt lUMR'-iMlte
Mr Ci.ark, (rep.) of N. H , presented from the Oom-

mifl-v on claims the net ition of Charles lie Anna, nod
asked th it tbe commute i be discharged from Its
consideration, and tbat it be re: on e l to tbo Con
Military Affairs He said tbo petitioner made
but ineroly comnUined that tbe Son ite had not ma
a brigadier, and that (toner il Halleck had refused him an

opportunity to gain distinction in tbe Held or an honor
a'de death. Tbe committee was discharged from tho
consideration of tbo aiibioct and tbe matter indeduitetf
postpound.

. KIR3AS STACK nOI'SR.
Mr I.anb. (rep ) of Kansas, aauoiiaceJ bis intention to

Introduce a bill for tbe erection of a State House at the
seat of government in Kiwaiii.

rt.ATrsst'so a in.rr or kytrt.
Mr. Moroa*. (rop.) of N. Y introduced a bill for the

establishmeut of a propor port of entry into I<akeCh<un-
plalu at flatuburg, and for other n irp-Mcs. Referred
to the Committee on Commerce.

JfMl IART MATTBB8.
Mr Hs.vnm ks. (opn ) of (nd introduced . bill authorta-

ing tbe transfer of indictment* from the District to ibectr-
cuit conrtsof tbe UnttedStatas. Referred to tbe-Judiciary
C inimittee

CARS O* AIIAtlllOKRn tCSTATRS. BTC.
Mr. FosntR, (rop.) of Conn introduced a bill to pro¬

vide for tiie rooting of abandoned lands toosmeata audi
h'>uS'M in the insurrectionary States, and for tbe caronnd'
employment oi persons therein set free by the pootama-
tioo of the President. wtucta was referred to tbe Commit¬
tee on Slavery and Freedmen.

This hill loeahzns tbe action of tbo Secretary of tbo-
Treasury, to whom the matter was referred by the Soore-
tary of War, in appointing atiperviaiog Agents and mak¬
ing regulation* for tbe employment of negroes and tbw-
leasing of lands. It also provide* for suitable military
protection, iuml«hed by the Secretary of War. so far aa
It may not Interfere with tbe regnlar operations of the
campiign. It pieces the control of these Interest* In lbs
hands of the Secretary of tbo Treasury, and aiithstlMk
him to pay suitable expenses of such opormtloos oat of-
tbe prodta arising from tbe labor of slaves, or the sale of'
con Iterated property under a b.rmer .el of Congress.

RAW YARP AT RBWCASTTJI. ISU
On motion of Mr Rrnnt.it, (opp.) of Dsl.. Die Commute*

on-Naval AfTRlrs -res instructed to in pdre Into the ex¬
pediency of establishing a navy yard st NowcssUo, Del*
woe*. Mr. Riddle briefly set forth the advnatages of
tMe Incatloo in respect to Its facilities for coel and other
articles re-pilred ln naval construction.

TUB RRROtJMVT nii.i. '

Mr Wilsor, (rep ) of Mass.. called up tbe mport of the
Committee of conference on the disagreement, to- tbe- Kn-
rolmont bill
Mr. HnvPtncKR would Inquire how long llir payment of

commuiation money would exempt a man*
Mr WitaoR explained that it would exempt for one

year and no longer The sum agreed upon seemed to
me »n a bounty for ooc ye.ir only

Mr. SmntRjiif, (rep ) of Ohio, thought that no new could
understand tbo bill as it was berors tbe Senate As ha
understood It tbs money provided to bo paid as notnrau
tatton wns oonsidered as an equivalent frc the seiilier.
Mr. Lars, (rep.) of Ind., would vote tgninas tho bill,

a* he was against the commutation clause ¦entaloed
la It.

Mr. Wt.xirsor, (rep) of Minn, would also vote
against the bill, ae he did out th nk tho Houeo had Im¬
proved tbe clause for securtng substitutes fos the army.
He believed these slaves wero worth as much to th*
country as minor whiles. He never wouW consent to
have any dlattnctlon made between the able bodied net
of the country. In a year and a half fr>m now tho
sltvfs o( tho border States would not be worth one
cent, for be bellevel tbat alavery was going by the
hoard. Notwithstanding what he ba.l seld, be theught
there wss a great advance on tbe provisions of tbm bill,
which trees sieves

Mr. Tsn Ktcr, (rep.) of N. J., would support Ibe bill
to presented from tbe Committor of Oooiereneo, an be
believed It would materially aid In filll >« up the armies
of the United Stales to their proper standard.
Mr Davis, (opp.) of Ky., asid If it w is ompetont for

Congress to surrender to the President the unoHistitu-
tionsl power to rslse nrm.es in this country to tho utmost
extent of its popuistlon, It was equally competent to ren
der power to him to support these armies. He denied tho
power to do either of these things under the
constitution Another vital objection h« had to
th" bill was that It auihoriaed tbe r*tetng
of negro troops, and also gives the.n their freedom, The
last objection be woeid make was that the bill4 ae re
ported from the Conference Oommittee, was h perfect
mate, wbish nobody could explore. He Mould vote
against It.

Mr. Last, (rep.) of Knaeu. would here preferred that


